
Maintaining your investment 

 Thank-you for choosing Kayben Landscaping; we appreciate your business. With proper care and 

maintenance, you should be able to enjoy your investment for many years.  Please take a few minutes to 

review the maintenance requirements that apply to your project.  

 

Caring for new sod   
For your new sod to become well established, it requires some specific care over the next few 

weeks.  Water is the most important requirement for your sod as it establishes roots into the soil.  Even 

after a rainfall, you may need to water, if the sod was not thoroughly soaked. To test: pull back a corner of 

the turf and poke your finger into the soil. It should push in easily and have moisture along the first 3 or 4 

inches, or you need to apply more water.  Insufficient watering will cause the sod to shrink and create 

cracks between the pieces. It is nearly impossible to overwater sod. 

 

Avoid walking on your new sod for about 10 days, especially on areas that are very wet. The sod 

needs to be left undisturbed while the roots get established and footprints in new sod can leave indenta-

tions. If you must walk on the sod, take a different route each time so as not to be too hard on one specific 

area of your lawn.  You can begin to mow your sod 2 weeks after it is installed. 

 

The grower has fertilized the sod with root-start fertilizer which will be sufficient for about 1 month. 

Fertilize sod approximately 1 month after installation with a “Lawn Starter” such as 18-24-36, and thereafter 

with a standard all season turf fertilizer as needed. 

 

Watering Tips: 

 

1. Begin watering new sod immediately after installation.  

2. Apply at least 1 inch of water so that the soil beneath the turf is very wet. (The soil 3 to 4 inches below 

the surface should be moist.)  

3. Immediately following a heavy rain or heavy watering, walking on the sod can create dips and uneven 

areas that may need to be filled in later.   

4. Make absolutely certain that water is getting to all areas of your new lawn. (edges and areas near build-

ings dry-out faster and may require more water.)  

5. For the next two weeks keep the below-turf soil surface moist with daily watering. 

6. During the rest of the growing season most lawns will grow very well with a maximum total of one inch 

of water a week, coming either from rain or applied water. 

7. Keep your grass at least 5-7 ½ cm (2-3") long. This helps shade the roots and hold in moisture. 
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 Tree and shrub care tips:  
Newly planted trees and shrubs in the Foothills need supplemental watering during the growing 

season except during very wet conditions. Your trees, shrubs and perennials were planted with a slow re-

lease fertilizer which will last for several months. No fertilizer is recommended until the following spring, 

but some specific care is required to establish strong root systems on your plantings. Regularly check the 

moisture to a depth of about 6”, and water when soil is becoming dry. Soil should not remain soggy be-

tween watering. You can determine the amount of soil moisture by taking a soil sample at a depth of six 

inches and squeezing a handful of it. If the soil ball holds together when released, the soil moisture is just 

right.  If you can squeeze water out, it has too much moisture, allow it to dry. If the soil will not hold togeth-

er, it is too dry; water immediately. 

 

1. Deep water large trees and shrubs the first day by placing a slow running hose near the base of each 

plant, saturating the plant hole until thoroughly wet. Repeat this every 2 days for one week, then con-

tinue one to three times a week depending on the soil moisture. 

2. Bed plantings may be watered by hand or by sprinkler to saturate soil 6″ deep (water in the early morn-

ing to reduce loss of water to evaporation). Repeat approximately every 2 days for one week, then con-

tinue one to three times per week depending on the soil moisture. Over-watering contributes to rapid 

weak plant growth, insect and disease problems, and weed growth. Please water wisely. 

3. Keep a ring of “black” soil or mulch around the tree to reduce weeds and  to retain soil moisture.  Grass 

growing near the tree trunk robs water and nutrients, and weed whacking injuries can kill the tree. 

4. As the trees and shrubs slow down their growth in early fall, water only when the soil is dry.  In late fall, 

after the leaves have fallen, and before freeze up, water generously.  

5. Trim off dead or undesirable branching with clean, sharp pruning shears. Prune in late winter or early 

spring before leaves appear. Any dead or diseased branches should be pruned as soon as possible. 

6. Weed all planting beds as soon as weeds appear. Allowing weeds to establish will increase their popula-

tions as well as making their removal more difficult.  Spraying weeds with RoundUp or an organic weed 

killer is a very effective way to deal with weeds in mulched planting beds without disturbing the soil.  

Follow product directions carefully. Do NOT apply during windy conditions that will carry spray to de-

sired vegetation. Ensure thorough wetting and complete coverage of all unwanted vegetation.  

7. Carefully observe leaves and stems for insects and /or unusual coloring or disfiguring of leaves. Early 

detection of insects and diseases will allow for control before extensive damage occurs. Immediately 

consult your designer or our garden center staff with any questions or concerns. 

 

Decks, fences and lattice etc. 
Care for wooden fences, decks, lattice and other wood structures by staining or treating when wood 

begins to dry.  Wood structures that receive a lot of direct sun will require more frequent treatment than 

those that are exposed to less direct sun.   
 

Decks made from Trex decking should not require maintenance other than cleaning, however they 

can be slippery  when wet or covered with a layer of frost.      Chain link and metal fencing should not require 

maintenance. Use WD40 on gate hinges as needed. 
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Patios, retaining walls & walkways 
 Paving stone or concrete patios, retaining walls and walkways should require very little mainte-

nance.  Be aware; hard power washing may remove the polymetric sand from between the bricks. 
 

Dry stream beds and rock mulched areas 
Over time the wind will blow soil, leaves, weed seeds and other debris into rock areas.  Use a leaf 

blower to remove excess leaves, grass clippings and debris. Remove weeds by spraying with Roundup or 

an organic weed killer rather than hand pulling. Spraying weeds with RoundUp or an organic weed killer is 

a very effective way to deal with weeds in dry stream beds or rock mulched areas without disturbing the 

soil and/or weed barrier.  Follow product directions carefully. Do NOT apply during windy conditions that 

will carry spray to desired vegetation. Ensure thorough wetting and complete coverage of all unwanted 

vegetation.  
 

Water features 
You will to need to add small amounts of water periodically since some water will be lost through 

evaporation over time. Remove pump before freeze up and store in a warm dry area.  Clean out leaves 

and debris before starting up in spring and throughout the season as needed.   
 

Underground irrigation systems 
“Automatic irrigation systems” will require some monitoring and adjusting to be sure all areas are 

getting watered properly. You will need to adjust how much water your plants are getting according to 

rainfall, wind and other environmental conditions. Some systems have a built in rain sensor that will auto-

matically adjust watering.  Check your plants regularly after the sprinklers have run to be sure the system 

is providing adequate but not excessive water to each zone. The system will require spring and fall mainte-

nance. 

1. Winterization – Plan to perform this in the fall before freeze up. (Drain & blow out the irrigation sys-

tem with compressed air, and turn off automatic controller.)  

2. Return to normal service in spring after the frost is out of the ground. (Check to make sure there has 

been no damage to the system and reprogram automatic controller.) 

Seeded lawn 

Keep the seeded area moist the for the majority of the time during its 5 - 10 day germination period.  It is 

better to give the seeded area a light watering 2-3 times throughout the day, rather than one heavy      

watering. Maintain this watering schedule for two weeks to help ensure maximum seed germination.  

Water during the day and NOT in the night or late evening.  Avoid traffic on the seeded area until it is very 

well established. 

It can take up to one year or more ( up to two years if not irrigated) for newly seeded grass to fully estab-

lish itself and to reach full maturity. You can expect to find bare spots in it up to the size of a soft ball. 

These will fill in over time as the grass grows and spreads. Some weeds are also normal and should be left 

alone the first month or two. The first cut should be done at the highest setting on your mower and with 

SHARP blades to prevent pulling and tearing of the grass. 
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